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"To ROWLAND HOLT, Eſq; 


73. BH» Ges 


5 Prommein. Grand Masres of SUFFOLK, 
Ae aus CLITTY M A 8 fo) N 5, 


if WHERESOEVER nr Eo TN 


REGULAR, LODGES. 
Right Wor 77 Sir and Binn, J 


5. MIC 


F:1 E following Diſcourſe: which 1 
had the Honor to preach at the 

Conttituting of the Royal Edmund Lodge 
at Bury, I have at the earneſt Requeſt of 
ſeveral Brethren at laſt ſubmitted to the 
good or bad Cenfure of the Public. 1 

ſhall be extremely Happy if any Part 
of it may tend to promote the good of 


„ 25 | | Maſonry, 


Iv 3+ 


„ wantonly caſ 1 Tu 0 n 


ch thin 


The Principles 1 upon hi 


it is ſupport J, and yvhich it 
is calculated, are h y. i eg and 
Praiſe- worthy, they Purfuit i« 
uſeful ein 


rs theo. Sheet 


Were Offices s of Huma 
lence. Nevertheleſs the 
tions may accidentally be uſd | | Bat le 
Unworthineſs of any Individual ought x ne- 
ver to be a Reflection on tlie whole Body 


1 „ 
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7 ar the Prfſion "AY That Man 8 
N 1 1 and low Notion of 


in aer e en den killing 
5 of, Ne or eating and drinking, and 
aking Proviſion jor the Fleſh to ful. 
MA the Lale thereof. The Holy Scriptures 
point out to us much, more noble Pur- 
_ poſe 5, and De ns: of Conyerlation; It di- 
rects our Speech to adminiſter Grace, 
and that we ſhould build up one another 
in our Holy Faith, St. Peter well advi- 
ſes us to give all Diligence to add to our 
, Faith, Virtue, and to Virtue, Knowledge, and 
. uy " Knowledge, Temperance, and to Tempe- 
runce, Patience, and to Patience, Godlineſs, 
and to Godlineſs, Brotherly Kindneſs, and to 
Brotherly, Kindneſs cn B won Kind-. 
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5 We know that the Law is good, . a Man 
195 uſe i rs” 


JT. 3 beg 6 in a wonderful Manner K 
led to be a choſen Veſſel to bear the divine 
Treafure of the Goſpel to Fews and Gentiles; 
a main Subject of his Diſcourſes was to prove that 
Man could not be juſtify d and ſav d by the Works 
of the Law, but only by Faith in IESsUS CHRIST, 
as The Meſſiab, the Perſon that was ordained of 
GOD and ſent to be the Saviour of the World. 


T 1 Jams (bo reſted in che Law were upon 
this Account ſuch implacable Enemies, that they 
took Counſel to kill Him; miſrepreſenting His 
Doctrine as tho' he would render the Law of God 
void and altogether uſeleſs. Which Reproach the 
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Dove then make void the Low a, ener * 
iſtle mt» 1 IM: ed Sor 
in = Faith, 12 12 delivers his Sentiments. upon 
the lame Head, Fo © We Soy ing the Law 18 | 
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me 90 contain a IO: tive Addergian, XY 
 Law- 55 goed, under a reſtrictive Condition, A a 
Man uſe it lamfully. And what the Apoſtle af- 
firms of the Mqſaical in particular, we ſhall upon 
— Enquiry find to * moſt eee true of Kan ; 
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— — therefore mR 8 are . und ler p 
this Diviſion, Divine and Hume, 1 Wall! in an 8 
following Diſcourſe, | tn ah dene ke 


Iſt, Conſider the N calkty _— abut, of - 
Both, as a Proof of the Truth aſſerted, the Low | 

is good; taking Notice .of the Reftridtive Con- 
dition occaſionally, 


5 I ſhall ſhew * Geige and 3 * 
"I the Laus of this Kingdom under the like 
| Reſtriction; ; And 

Laſtly, 
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5: Laſtly, 1 fall * an fl Application to 
1 © ourſeives i in e and the Public in Gene- 


"0" 


- oF” * * {8 Ss 835 1 . $, + * „ N $4 1 3 7 wy it ; 2 


revealed... 


TY 19 #7 *þ 1 d 


There is a 1 4 4 F written by Gop on 


the fleſhly Tables of Men's Hearts, _—_— the 
common Notiens of Good and Evil are found 


within them. And tho' this Low was much de- 


faced and obliterated by the fall of Our firſt Pa- 


rents; yet they who have no other Law, are ſtill 


a Law unto: themſelves : in that they do by Mature 
the Things contained in the Law, and thereby 
fhow the Law written in their Hearts, their Con- 
 feience bearing Witneſs. Their Thoughts mean 
while acculing or elſe excuſing, are the Sanctions 
of this Law; more fully expreſſed by the Prophet 
Iſaiah in theſe Words There is no Peace, faith 


« my God, to the Wicked; but the Work of 
* Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the Effects of 


«jt Quietneſs and Aſſurance for Ever. F 


Tho' this Law was good, and the Gentile 1 ld 


upon natural Principles, knew there was a GOD; 


5 you they — Him not as God, but worſhip- 
B 2 ** £7 -pow- 


. "And — The e Bois Low is ede, natural or 


| the Creature more e than bang Creator c who's is 5 
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eee Gr 0 ge ec 1 an to ade Lifts 
of their own Hearts. For a Proof of this I ſhall | 


refer you to the firſt Chapter of St. Paul to the 

Romans, without enumerating particularly thoſe 
Vices and eee ice were a eee to 
Hamer Nature. MI” Ado oirfiaft od - 
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When Men thus fag in | Dives; 4d che Lau 
of Nature (thro the Corruptneſs of their Under- 
ftandings and Perverſeneſs of their Wills) was not 
ſufficient to guide them in the Way they ſhould 

go, Gop was pleaſed to give His choſen People 
ITſrael a revealed Lau, partly Ceremonial, partly 

Moral, to be a Lamp unto Wat * ane a Lech 


unto their 1 ath. 97 751 


| The . part ( RAY ouly form and deli- 
ver'd by Moss to the IJ/raelites) was on Purpoſe 
to reclaim them from Idolatry, and to keep them 
ſo fully employ'd in the Service of the true Gon, 
that they mightnot go after ſtrange Gops. Which 
part alſo enjoin d propitiatory Sacrifices, not only 
to ſtand in place of the temporal Sanction, but 


with an — Aim to * the Sufferings and 
Death 


. 1 $ * 

Death of the MassTalzz that Saviour that {Gould 
eome into the World; "conſequently to ceaſe when 
the Event of that brifllthonabile Wiſdom and ineſ- 

fimable ee ſhould take place. 8 e 


ken: 1 


10 The Mirel Part b for all malte, and by 
| which they ſhall be judged at the laſt Day) was 
wrote by the Finger of 'Gop upon two Tables of 
Stone, to ſignify its perpetual Obligation. This 
Law, St. Paul tells us in His Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans was Holy, ſuſt and Good. Indeed it could 
not be otherwiſe, being inſtituted by Gop himſelf, 
who cannot command any Thing that is ſimply 
Evil. But this earthly minded People did not 
uſe it lawfully; for meaſuring their Obedienee by 
their Adherence to the mere Letter; they inſiſted 
chiefly upon the Ceremonial Obſervance; and neg- 
lected the weightier Matters of Judgement, Mercy 
and the Love of Gop; thus they caught at the. 
| Shadow, but let £0 the 5 ubſlance. 


* the "I of the Mz /aical Lau, 5 ſhone 
but with a glimmering Light; Gop was graciouſ- 
ly pleas d in the fullneſs of Time to bring Man- 
kind into the Sunſhine of the glorious Goſpel of 
_ CunisT.; A Revelation, propos'd to us with the 
brighteſt — of Evidence, clearly opening to 
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our Faith the 3 ect ar Immortal; 4 - A. Law; 

fo. full as to abt the Sum, Subſtane rand 

Erxtent of our Duty; So plain, that Ws ng is abſo—- 
lutely N eceſſary to be known Üby all, is eaſy to be 


= moſt ſenſible and affecting Sa 


_ unto, that is 
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RY by "Ml and written ſo. fair, that * 
that runs may read it. Moreover enforged. — — the 


pineſs and Eternal RT: : ol 5 en . wh „ 

Nene had Gon it W e m an n uncrring js. 
Obſervance, of this Law; had SE been no Re- 
medy for our Lapſes, no Indulgence to our Infir- 
mities; we might ſtill cry out with Balaam, Who 
ſhou' d live, if = did this} To our nm Cn 


| fort therefore under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, A 


City of Refu 19 5 e is open d — the Offender to fly 


it were a Court of Equity —— , to mitigate the 
Rigor of the Common Law, by transferring the 


N our Sins have — 2 d upon Another 
and his Merits upon us for the pardon of them. 


This Method the Divine Mercy contriv'd, as by 
which His Juſtice woe. be e 4 and on the: 
Offender ſav'd.. 


Fer if any ji fin, 0 we © have an 1 3 
the F r Jus us CHRIST r the gh ; and He 


cere Repentance; and there is as 


6.3 ) . 
5 — Propitiation 42 10 Our bins and the ins of the 
whole World. Bo that by this Covenant the ten- 

dereſt Proviſion e for our Failings and In- 
firmities; He who falls may again riſe to Grace; 
the contrite Sinner is reſtored to Pardon, and 

through Faith in Chriſt Our Repentance is entitled 
to Salvation. We know (we have an indiſputa- 
ble Concluſion that can admit of no Queſtion) that 
this La is good. Nevertheleſs ſubject alſo to the 

Reſtrictive Condition, if a Man uſe it lawfully. 

For unleſs we comply with the Terms, by Faith 
and Repentance, it will little avail us that ſuch 
a Law is come into the World; and all the infinite 

Mercies of the Gpel, will bring no other Fruit 


to us, but that thereby we have. hs receive the greater 
Puniſhment. oY, 


4 ll 8 now to conſider He aman kin; 3 cheld : 
alſo will appear to be good from the Neceſlity and 
Uſefulneſs of them. Many Proofs offer them 
ſelves under this Head; for Brevity's Sake I ſhall 
only mention two, As they enforce the Laws of 
Gop and Secure the Property of Man. And firſt, 
Human Laws are neceſſary and uſeful, becauſe 
_ enforce the Laws of Go. 


Tho the Divine Laws have ſuch Powerful ys 


tions 


Things preſent and i — influence x their 
and Fears. This ben RF 


Account: — 9 dr 95 — pou not o 
y in vain; for he is a Miniſter of Gon, a Re- 
nee to execute Wrath On him that doth Evil. 


Tis thereforè the bounden Duty of the Magiſtrate 
to ſupport the Laus of Gon, to encourage e 


ful, beozuſe! they ſecure tho: Proper 


Were Men without Government, N Proves [ 
| was there no common Juſtice, no legal Redreſs of 


Injuries, every Poſſeſſion would be-uncertain, every 


Labor fruitleſs, and Life itſelf expos'd to continu- 
al Danger. Violence would enter even into'the - 


ſtrong Man's Houſe and ſpoil his Goods. And 


icke Nen mi by sight N oy = 


* 


*＋ 


on IN to en Maca mans Arps A U 


were Men to do what 9 9s right in their. own. 


Eyes, all private Property wauld yi render'd quite 


precarious, as Selfiſhneſs would too much ks wy l 


Hence it became neceſſar to form Laus, which 


under a juſt and prudent Admiriſfration are the 


firmeſt Security * 9 Fraud and Par- 


iality ; i 


a phie J Peace _ tie Jy N the 
Property of eye 


{5 ery Member, and e che 
EP e ofthe whole WO! ee n 
AS} | Haring Mw provid the Truth aflerted that the 
-Law is good: under the reſtrictive Condition a 
Man 40 e it lawfully: I proceed, Secondly, to con- 
Uſefulneſs and Excellency of our own 
Lens ide the like Reſtrictions. When we take 
a View of the wiſe and excellent Frame: of our 
civil Conſtitution in Regard to Religion, Liberty 
and Property, we may juſtly take up theſe Words 
of Moſes and ſay, © What Nation is there ſo great, 
chat hath Statutes and Judgements ſo righteous as 
all Wi Law, which 1 ſet beiore you this ap» . 


28 


i e to e Vow: many. 1 enjoin and 
0 ſupport the Exerciſe of it? Providing for the De- 
cency and Order of Religion, and the Edification 
of the Members. of Cuzsr. . Granting to tender 
Conſciences the Liberty of ſerving Gop in their 
-own Way, preſcribing a ſtrit Obſervation of the 
Sabbath as a Day of Reſt and holy Worſhip; pu- 
niſhing Profaneſs, Immorality and every evil Work. 
The Power of working Miracles, which was ne- 
ceſſary to the ring g 8 firſt F oundation , of 
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erty, we are {6 Happ) 
ffect made by Ourſeſves, "ak aufe l 
our own! Repreſentatives freel choſtn; unleſs 
ate fo” corrupt as to be bought; then doubtleſs 

we have 0 ft. ain 17 Intereſt in them. 
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D cading Gancer of Gorton ſhal 
ction or Ming 8 2 
2 5 an Authotity 3 


eee Invader. | . The 
Ten, i peo Seats 7 no Ref 2rſons, 
if pai not who; is 125 tag ey 1s low; but 10 
this Walen, He” that feafeth 'Gob and worketh 
Righteouſneſs, is accepted by it: may fit ſecure 
under his wn Vine and his own Fi ig-tree,,. ſhelter d 
from the Attacks f Violence and Fraud: the 
Laws "Being ng (as the Waters of the tempeftuous 4 Sea 
under 82 8 coercive Power of ALuicary Gop, were 
to the 1 a Ot: of 1 on the "T0 
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43 But CGR 9 1 in a al theſe lebited che Law 
is, this Salt of the Conſtitution when. uſed wnlaw- 
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. for ien or Ke „ in 2 Word, wit an : 
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ones wat relieving e Fe Juſt as Foo ' 1 
| Life,, taken 1 intemp 
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this Sort to fear under our 20% Gracii ious . 
Who like a true F ather of His native Country, f 4 ; 
deayours to aboliſh the odious. Diſtinction of Par. 


. 


25, the Bane of every Social Virtue; 5 Places his own 
Happineſs-in the Eaſe and Mutual' Love of His 


Subjects; and eſteems it His greateſt Glory t to 2 


vern * Free DWP. by their on Laws... | 


> - ** s 
* 9 : *: 2 "If 


If wes: we 3 Senle of the 4 linſpeakabie 


: eee of ſerving G D according. to the excel- 


lent Form of the Church of ENGLAND, whoſe Po- 


lity i pie, d after the beſt. Model of Antiquity; 


2 Church for the Purity of 1 its. Faith, the Sound- 
neſs of its Doctrine, and the Eitenftvefeſt of its 
Charity, The Glory of the Reformation, and the 


F Raven of the Protefant Courches.. If we have any 


Gratitude 


"wo ö 
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er lat, and the. many 'Bleſfin 8. e "a wk 
from the Bzxen, the An For: the . 
let us frequentiy think on thele Things. Such 
Thoughts will inflame our Love and Eſteem for 
that Goyernment which ſecures (as far as human f 
Wiſdom can forſęe] ſuch ineſtimable Benefits te 
us. The Conſequence of which will be,- we ſhall 
fear Gop and honour the Kine: prove the Sinee- 
rity. of our Religion by the Innocence of our 
Lives; of gur Loyalty, 1625 a chearful and conſci- 
entious Obedience. Our Zeal for public Liberty, 
and the Welfare of the Commun! nity which depends 
= upon it, will be-ſteady and uniform; and not de- 
generate into Licentiouſneſs and groundleſs Cla- 
mours which tend to clog the heavy Wheels of 
Government, by alienating the. Aﬀections of the 
People, 'and nn: their Minds with Republi- 
can Principles. Since then we are ſo happy in 
having ſuch excellent and good Laws, let us prove 
ourſelves a wi/e and n People, by uſing 
them lawfully. For under ſuch Reſtriction they 
will, by their Salutary Virtue, ſtrengthen the Body 
Politic, and preſerve the Health of al its Members 
by promoting the Glory of Gop on High; On 
| Earth Peace, towards each other Goop Wi. and. 
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| biltey and Courteſy; 4 "When F 2 1 E * D 1 A 


php for innocent Eryoy ment, then! it is Civili- 
and Com plaiſance. When our Neighbours 
11 vith' Succeſs in their Undertakings, then it 
echo Sympathetic Joy; ; When Objects of Mi- 


if. A press, then tis Pity and Compaſſion. When. : - 


L . 


ve, 1 55 our Brother, then it becomes Caution, 
10 % Candor; 5 When we injure Him, 
and if we are unable to make Him 

ayer to GoB for His eternal Welfare, 5 

et; ollible, | to fuſer 3 in His 8 ee 
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theſe Reſpects it appears Glori- 


KF 19) In Moſes and St. Paul, it appears with ſtill 
DT: greater: Luſtre (Ex. 33. 32. and: Rom. . q.) But in 
2 Degree moſt wonderful and aſtoniſhing to Men 

: and Angels in Him who actually bore our Griefs, 

and carry d our Sorrows; Who was wounded for 
reſſions, and bruiſed for our Iniquities; 
Out Lord and arion Irsus CurisT; 70 
Ad to x" woo wich the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed (as is moſt due) All Honor, 
Power, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, 


now, henceforth and. for Evermore.. 
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n bort, this Dube Habit of the Soulboodrties: 
--. Strangers, Hoſpitality; to Enemies, Forgive 
nes and Reconciliation; And unfeigned Love to 


* 


y diſplay: d in David's Behaviour (2 Sam. 24. 


UST ALL SUBMIT: 


Amen. 5 
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